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ABSTRACT

The Assembly of the Poor is a sustained, nonviolent, and popular grassroots movement that originated in the early 1980s. It is an amalgamation of seven distinct networks, representing almost every region in Siam and comprising more than half a million members. At the heart of the Assembly are urban and rural small-scale agriculturists and manual laborers. They form the absolute majority in the movement. In varying degrees, all of them have been hard hit by the mainstream developmental strategies and dominant conceptions of progress, beauty, and civilization. Worse, the government has shown callous disregard for their plight, cynically hoping that the will of these awakened souls would eventually smother. 

Remarkably, despite the government’s apathy, this community of displaced people has mobilized itself in two parallel ways: as a political protest movement and as a spiritual venture in self-reliance and sustainability. Both streams were committed to incorporating right livelihood and a goal of contentment rather than material wealth. As part of the movement for self-sustainability and community well-being, participants have launched several political and social initiatives that have improved the quality of life for many poor throughout Siam.
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